New ACTFL Foreign Language Program Standards

STANDARD 1

Language, Linguistics, Comparisons

Std 1.a. Demonstrate lang. proficiency


Std 1.b. Understand linguistics


Std 1.c. Identify language comparisons

Standard 1.a. 
Demonstrating Language Proficiency

Interpersonal communication: Speaking

Interpretive communication: Listening and reading

Presentational communication: Speaking

Interpersonal and Presentational Communication: Writing

Dispositions for acquiring proficiency

Standard 1.b.
Understanding Linguistics

Phonology

Morphology

Syntax

Semantics

Rules for word and sentence formation

Discourse, socio-linguistic, and pragmatic

Changing nature of language

Dispositions for accommodating gaps in knowledge of TL system

Standard 1.c.
Identifying Language Comparisons

Comparisons between target and other languages

Sociolinguistic variation

Dispositions for learning about target language varieties

Sample Candidate Evidence for STANDARD 1

· OPI Interview (oral proficiency test)

· Analyses of videotaped oral presentations

· Samples of written interpersonal/presentational tasks

· Synthesis of interpretive tasks done (listening of news broadcast, reading of literary text, viewing of film) together with reflections

· Evidence of plan for continuous language and cultural growth

· Performance on examinations demonstrating knowledge of linguistics

· Reports / papers / class work in which language comparisons are made

· Analyses of interviews demonstrating interaction with native speaker(s) of the target language

· Reflections on study abroad and/or immersion experiences in TL communities

New ACTFL Foreign Language Program Standards

STANDARD 2

Cultures, Literatures, Cross-Disciplinary Concepts

Std 2.a. Demonstrate cultural understandings

Std 2.b. Demonstrate understanding of literary and cultural texts and traditions

Std 2.c. Integrate other disciplines in instruction


Standard 2.a.
Demonstrate cultural understandings

Cultural knowledge

Cultural experience

Process of analyzing cultures

Integrating culture into instruction

Dispositions for cultural learning

Standard 2.b.
Demonstrate Understanding of Literary/Cultural Texts

Recognize the value of culture literature

Use cultural texts to interpret and reflect upon perspectives of the target culture

Broad understanding of and appreciation for traditions in the target language

Able to identify cultural icons, major contributors to literature, thinking, art, the roles they play and references made to them in the culture

Demonstrate Understanding of Literary/Cultural Text

Familiar with and able to interpret texts in the variety of discourses the represent the target culture’s traditions and contemporary variations

Read at the level of analysis interpretation, and synthesis

Use their knowledge of literary traditions to interpret changes in the culture over time

Demonstrate Understanding of Literary/Cultural Texts

Able to compare and contrast literary traditions in the target culture with those of other cultures

Able to select and adapt literary texts in ways that engage language learners in activities that heighten awareness of target cultures and advance students’ communicative proficiencies

Expand their own language proficiency and cultural knowledge through independent and on-going work with literary and cultural texts

Standard 2.c.
Integrating other disciplines

Integration of other subject areas into language instruction

Planning for cross-disciplinary instruction

Dispositions for integrating other subject areas into language instruction

Sample candidate evidence for STANDARD 2

· Projects / technology-enhanced presentations on literary or cultural topics

· Performance on exams demonstrating understanding of cultural framework

· Capstone projects / research reports addressing cross-disciplinary content

· Reports on classroom experiences, describing cultural knowledge/perspectives acquired

· Journal entries that illustrate knowledge and understanding of culture acquired as a result of interaction with TL communities

· Annotated list of websites that serve as sources of cultural and subject-matter content

· Philosophy of teaching statement that addresses the role of culture, literature, and cross-disciplinary content

· Lesson plans demonstrating the integration of culture and content from other disciplines into language lessons

· K-12 student work samples that illustrate cultural learning

· Reflections on the benefits of extra-curricular events attended, such as theatre, round-table discussions, etc.

· Literary interpretations of a variety of texts

New ACTFL Foreign Language Program Standards

STANDARD 3

Language Acquisition Theories and Instructional Practices

Std 3.a. Understanding language acquisition and creating a supportive classroom

Std 3.b. Developing instructional practices that reflect language outcomes and learner diversity

Standard 3.a.: 
Understanding language acquisition and creating a supportive classroom

Language acquisition theories

Target language input


Negotiation of meaning

Meaningful classroom interaction

Dispositions for creating a supportive 
classroom environment

Standard 3.b.: Developing instructional practices that reflect language outcomes and learner diversity

Theories of learner development and instruction

Understanding of relationship of articulated program models to language outcomes

Adapting instruction to address students’ language levels, language backgrounds, learning styles

Adapting instruction to address students’ multiple ways of learning

Adapting instruction to meet students’ special needs

Critical thinking and problem solving

Grouping

Use of questioning and tasks

Dispositions about student diversity

Sample candidate evidence for STANDARD 3

· Performance on exams demonstrating understanding of language acquisition theories and the relationship between theory and practice

· Reflections on classroom observations and/or case study reports that include discussion of theory and practice

· Reflections on lesson plans that illustrate teaching practices based on language acquisition theories

· Self-evaluations/reflections on videotaped lessons taught by candidate

· Written classroom learning scenarios in which the candidate describes expected outcomes of the teaching segments, instructional decisions made prior to and during the lessons, and an assessment of K-12 student learning and teaching performance

· Analysis of teaching performance over time that addresses progress made in providing TL input, using negotiation of meaning, engaging students in interactions, serving as facilitator in the classroom, providing feedback that focuses on meaning and accuracy, using questions and tasks appropriately, and encouraging students to take risks in using the target language.

· Lesson plans (and reflections on lessons) that illustrate modifications to meet specific learner needs, address multiple ways of learning, promote cultural thinking and problem solving, and engage students in pair and group activities.

· Written synthesis of professional journal articles that address current research and/or teaching practices, together with a reflection on the information learned.

New ACTFL Foreign Language Program Standards

STANDARD 4


Integration of Standards into Curriculum and Instruction

Std 4.a. Understanding and Integrating Standards in Planning

Std 4.b. Integrating Standards in Instruction

Std 4.c. Selecting and Designing Instructional Materials

Standard 4.a.: Understanding and integrating standards in planning

Demonstrate understanding of goal areas and standards of Standards for Foreign Language Learning, state standards, and integrate these frameworks into curricular planning

Thorough understanding of five goal areas and eleven content standards

Design unit and daily lesson plan objectives that address the goal areas and standards

Willing to integrate standards in some way even if their instructional materials do not
Familiar with their state standards for foreign language learning and recognize the connection between state and national standards

Standard 4.b.: Integrating standards in instruction

Integrate standards state and national standards into instruction

Find ways to conduct classroom activities that address specific goal areas and standards

Able to address instructional materials into in order to align them with standards

Good understanding of interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of communication

Manage classroom communication by integrating these three modes in instruction

Activities and tasks lead students from one mode to the next, reflecting communication as it naturally occurs

Understand culture from an anthropological view and engage their students in exploring cultural systems in terms of their interrelated products, practices, and perspectives

Find ways to integrate connections with other disciplines enabling learning of content and language simultaneously

Integration of other subject areas will require collaboration with teachers of other subject areas

Provide opportunities for their students to connect with target-language communities through a variety of means, including technology

Standard 4.b.: Integrating standards in instruction

Consider connection with target language communities as an important way of helping their students to use the language beyond the classroom and to begin life-long learning of the target language

Design standards-based activities, even if their instructional materials are not standards-based, and are willing to acquire whatever knowledge and skills that are necessary to do so

Standard 4.c.: Selecting and Designing Instructional Materials

Use the organizing principles of the standards to evaluate, select, and create instructional materials

Consider textbooks as one of many resources as opposed to the historical view that it is the primary resource

Resources include realia (ray ahl ya—or—ree ahl ya) authentic products from the target culture, visuals, authentic printed and oral texts, and other authentic materials obtained through technology (e.g. Internet)

Locate and use authentic materials in teaching since they reflect real-world language and culture

Adapt textbook and other materials to align them with standards-based goals

Devote effort necessary to locate effective materials, adapt them, and to design their own

Sample candidate evidence for STANDARD 4

· Written correlation of candidate’s state standards to national standards

· Written classroom learning scenarios that illustrate integration of standards into teaching

· Unit / lesson plans (with reflections) that illustrate standards-based lessons and samples of K-12 student work

· Written rationales for selection of materials used in lessons

· List of sources of standards-based lesson materials, including authentic materials and those obtained through various technologies

· Journal entries that describe how the candidate uses technology to integrate standards into instruction

· Written critiques of instructional resources such as the text, websites, video segments

· Instructional materials created by the candidate and a description of how materials are used and for which learning outcomes

· Instructional materials adapted by the candidate with a description of how and why materials were adapted

New ACTFL Foreign Language Program Standards

STANDARD 5

Assessment of Languages and Cultures


Std 5.a. Knowing assessment models and using them appropriately

Std 5.b. Reflecting on assessment

Std 5.c. Reporting assessment results

Standard 5.a.: Know assessment models and use them appropriately

Believe assessment is on-going

Demonstrate knowledge of multiple ways of assessment that are age- and level-appropriate by implementing purposeful measures

Understand and use formative and summative assessments purposefully

Design assessments to include all standards goal and content areas and widely vary measurement types

Standard 5.b.: Reflecting on Assessment

Reflect on student assessment results

Analyze assessment results

Use success and failure to determine the direction of instruction

Employ systematic reflection upon student performance

Understand that students acquire proficiency imperfectly over time

Understand that the difference between what is taught and learned are not equal

Standard 5.c.: Reporting Assessment Results

Interpret and report the results of student performances to all stakeholders and provide opportunity for discussion

Transparency in performance assessment (letting students, parents, administration know assessment results) reveal strengths and areas for growth of student knowledge and skills

Able to describe for students and various publics what their students can do

Willing to commit to accurate, clear reporting to all appropriate persons and agencies

Sample candidate evidence for STANDARD 5

· Performance on examinations demonstrating knowledge of assessment principles and models

· Samples of formative and summative K-12 assessments/rubrics across the communicative modes and cultural framework

· Analyses of video taped student performances on assessment tasks, together with rubrics and assessment results

· Samples and analyses of integrated performance assessments

· Reports of how assessment results were used to improve future instruction

· Summaries, journal entries, and/or case studies describing parent-teacher conferences and/or how student progress was reported

New ACTFL Foreign Language Program Standards

STANDARD 6


Professionalism


Std 6.a. Engage in Professional Development

Std 6.b. Know the Value of Foreign Language Learning

Standard 6.a.: Engage in Professional Development

Engage in professional development opportunities that strengthen their own linguistic and cultural competence and promote reflection on practice

Belong to a professional community

Understand the life-long nature of language acquisition

Seek counsel from mentors regarding professional organizations to join

Understand importance of seeking professional growth

Standard 6. b.: Know the Value of Foreign Language Learning

Know the value of foreign language to overall success of all students and understand the need to advocate for foreign language learning among students, colleagues, and members of the community in order to promote it

Believe all student can benefit from language study

Develop and learn how to articulate a rationale for the importance of foreign languages in the overall curriculum

Learn how to access relevant data to support this position and make a case for FL programs that offer a variety of language options and engage all students

Able to articulate multiple benefits of FL learning effectively to multiple audiences

Understand importance of building ongoing alliances to promote language learning for all K-12 students and know how to incorporate diverse viewpoints into advocacy messages

Sample candidate evidence for STANDARD 6

· List of professional membership(s) and evidence of participation

· Description of professional activities in which the candidate has participated and benefits to candidate (e.g., workshop/conference attendance)

· List of research questions candidate has developed

· Professional development plan

· List of sources for accessing foreign-language specific data (e.g., types of programs offered across state/nation, student enrollment figures

· Philosophy statement, position paper, or simulated presentation to school board, community members, and/or other stakeholders, to demonstrate advocacy for foreign language learning

ACTFL/NCATE SPA Standard 1


correlates with INTASC Stds: 


Content Knowledge –  INTASC 1 


Reflective Practice and                                   


Professional Development –  INTASC 9 


Community – INTASC 10





ACTFL/NCATE SPA Standard 2


correlates with INTASC Stds: 


Content Knowledge –  INTASC 1 


Instructional Strategies –  INTASC 4 


Planning for Instruction –  INTASC 7 


Reflective Practice and                                   


Professional Development –  INTASC 9 


Community – INTASC 10





ACTFL/NCATE SPA Standard 3


correlates with INTASC Stds: 


1-Content Knowledge; 2 Learner Development; �3 Diversity of Learners; 4 Instructional Strategies; 5 Learning Environment; 6 Communication; �7 Planning for Instruction; 8 Assessment








ACTFL/NCATE SPA Standard 4


correlates with INTASC Stds: 


1-Content Knowledge; 2 Learner Development; �3 Diversity of Learners; 4 Instructional Strategies; �5 Learning Environment; 6 Communication; �7 Planning for Instruction; 8 Assessment








ACTFL/NCATE SPA Standard 5


correlates with INTASC Stds: 


1-Content Knowledge; 2 Learner Development; �3 Diversity of Learners; 4 Instructional Strategies; �5 Learning Environment; 6 Communication; �7 Planning for Instruction; 8 Assessment; �9 Reflective Practice and Professional Development





ACTFL/NCATE SPA Standard 6


correlates with INTASC Stds: 


Reflective Practice and                                   


Professional Development –  INTASC 9 �Community – INTASC 10
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