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Das Auto 6.2

Converting mpg - L/100k
L/100k mpg (US)

5 47
6 39
7 33
8 29
9 26
10 23
11 21
12 19

What do you think Verbrauch means? 

Baujahr1  

Hersteller2  

Modell  

Kilometerstand3  

Farbe   

Türen   

Benzinverbrauch  

 innerorts4   L/100km

 außerorts   L/100km

 kombiniert   L/100km 

1 bauen – to build, manufacture
2 herstellen – to manufacture
3 der Stand – status, standing
4 inside town

Karosserieart 
          Cabrio5

          Coupe
          Geländewagen
          Limousine
          Van
          andere

5 convertible

Now fill in the blanks with information about your car or a car you would like to own. See if you can figure 
out what the German terms mean. An internet search might help you with the more difficult descriptors.

If you were to buy a new or used car, what information would you want to know about it before buying?D. Traumauto

Explain in a sentence the relationship between 
L/100k and mpg. What is the L/100k for the car 
you drive most often? See the blue box above.

Review the words above and write here all 
compound words you can find. A compound 
word is a word built from two or more 
separate words.

D. (FYI): Benzin = Gaso-
line. Germans usually 
call it Sprit. Gas prices 
have been consistently 
higher in Europe than in 
the US. Fuel consump-
tion is measured in liters 
per 100 km.

(Ext.): Ask sts: Wie kom-
men Ihre Eltern zur Ar-
beit? Fahren sie mit dem 
Rad/mit dem Bus? Wa-
rum, warum nicht? Ask 
sts to consider how gas 
prices affect transporta-
tion choices. At what 
point would you walk, 
bike or bus and not drive 
to work or to university? 

(Ext.): Discuss advan-
tages of a robust public 
transportation system 
and comparisons be-
tween Germany and the 
US. Ask sts: Was sind 
die Vorteile von einem 
guten öffentlichen Ver-
kehrssystem? Wo finden 
wir gute öffentliche 
Verkehrssysteme in den 
USA? Wo nicht? Warum 
nicht? Was meinen Sie? 
Warum sind die öffentli-
chen Verkehrsmittel im 
Allgemeinen besser in 
Deutschland als in den 
USA?

Organization.

(Seeing the connections): The aktuellen issues of attitudes toward cars, rising gas prices and public transportation allow sts to gather facts and 
opinions. They should compare them cross-culturally, between Germany and the US, and interpret them to understand the inter-connectedness of 
these issues in each culture. Then sts can personalize those issues, expressing their own habits and opinions. Note the radical differences within 
North America regarding public transportation: big cities vs rural, New England/East Coast vs Midwest or heartland, flying vs taking a train. This 
is all part of an intercultural approach.


