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7.1 Grundschule

Anika’s schedule in 7.1C is a typical schedule for a 1st or 2nd grade German 
elementary school student. Read about a very different school concept – the 
Waldorfschule – and answer the questions that follow.

I. Waldorf – eine alternative Schule

Das Prinzip Waldorfschule

Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925) eröffnete 1919 in 
Stuttgart die erste Waldorfschule. Das Prinzip für die 
Waldorfschule war einfach: Alle jungen Menschen 
sollten die gleichen Chancen im Leben bekommen. 
Es sollte nicht wichtig sein, was für einen sozialen 
Status die Eltern haben, oder wie intelligent die 
Kinder sind, oder was sie später einmal werden wollen. 
Alle Schülerinnen und Schüler durchlaufen ohne 
Sitzenbleiben zwölf Schuljahre. Ab dem 1. Schuljahr 
gibt es künstlerischen, handwerklichen, fremd- 
sprachlichen und wissenschaftlichen Unterricht. 
Dieser Unterricht hat von Anfang an ein wichtiges 
Ziel: Die Kinder sollen innere menschliche Freiheit 
erleben. Am Ende des Schuljahres geben die 
Lehrer keine Zeugnisse mit Noten, sondern die 
SchülerInnen bekommen alle ein schriftliches 
Zeugnis mit detaillierten Kommentaren und 
konstruktiver Kritik.

4. Was glaubst du: Dürfen nur 
Eltern mit viel Geld ihre Kinder 
auf eine Waldorfschule schicken? 
Warum oder warum nicht?

3. Am Ende eines Schuljahres gibt 
es keine traditionellen Zeugnisse 
mit Noten. Was bekommen die 
SchülerInnen stattdessen?

2. Ab welchem Schuljahr lernen die 
Kinder eine Fremdsprache?

1. Was ist das Hauptprinzip der 
Waldorfschulen?

5. What does the phrase ohne 
Sitzenbleiben mean? Why is it 
important here?

6. What is the goal of 
Waldorfschulen? Did your 
elementary school have the 
same goal?

Organization.

(Building in time): Some activities like J on the next page require time. Don't be afraid to leave enough time for students to do a good job with 
creative tasks. While the sts may not be fully in German the whole time (as they often use English in group work situations), the things they create 
should be worth the investment of time in class. This also communicates that you as the instructor value their work. While we shouldn't waste 
time, of course, it can be equally problematic to not allow enough time to complete a creative activity. And it can fit with the Waldorfschule text 
on this page!

(Info texts): As before, instructors are encouraged to direct sts to other outside sources that deal with the same information presented in "Info 
Texts" (i.e., non-interview texts that were written by the authors of Auf geht's!) such as in I above. This validates the fact that the things described 
actually exist (and are not artifacts of textbook only) and can bring in contrasting points of view.

L. (HW): Have sts practice 
reading this text aloud for 
comprehension, and even 
more for pronunciation.

(Reading): In class - split 
the text into parts and 
have sts read the text 
aloud. Reward those sts 
verbally who have the 
best pronunciation. 

(Post-Reading): Have 
sts ans qns in pairs and 
report back to the class.

(FYI): This can lead 
to a really interesting 
discussion in class if you 
give it some time. Many 
sts have never considered 
that there are theories of 
education and that their 
particular Schulform is 
not the only one. Bring 
some images of Waldorf-
schulen (including the 
sunflowers), discuss 
sayings such as Das Leben 
ist keine Waldorfschule, 
as well as YouTube videos 
by Waldorfschüler about 
their experiences (usually 
positive, but often 
feeling marginalized). 
Compare to other forms 
of education in the US/
Canada, such as open 
classroom of the 1970, 
homeschooling, etc.

(Follow-up): Do sts feel 
that their school (and 
studies) are leading to 
freedom? Are they fair 
to all? Accessable to all? 
Far-reaching (creative, 
physical, intellectual)?


