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Beruf 7.4

im Schultheater helfen
in einem Altersheim arbeiten
im Sportverein Kinder beaufsichtigen1

in einer Einrichtung2 für Menschen mit Behinderungen3 
aushelfen 
für ältere Menschen die Straße kehren4

im Stadtmuseum Führungen geben
Ausländern Englischunterricht geben

1 to watch over
2 home; institution
3 disabilities
4 sweepWelche gemeinnützige Arbeit 

möchtest du machen und warum?

Of course, we all like 
to get paid for our hard 
work, but as a society 
we sometimes also 
have to depend on the 
kindness of strangers. 
Interview your 
classmates about what 
type of community 
service (gemeinnützige 
Arbeit) they could 
imagine doing. Here is a 
list of ideas, but feel free 
to include your own:

J. Gemeinnützige Arbeit

Ich möchte im Schultheater 
helfen. Ich finde Theater toll!

Ich möchte im Altersheim 
arbeiten. Meine Großmutter 
wohnt auch in einem 
Altersheim.

On a separate piece of paper, write an essay of approximately 75 words describing the various 
jobs you’ve had. This can also be volunteer work or simply work around the home.

K. Meine Jobs

Seit meinem zwölften Lebensjahr mähe ich jeden Sommer den Rasen bei uns und bei den Nachbarn, den 
Millers. Außerdem bin ich seit 2013 verantwortlich für unsere Garage-Sales. 

Von Juli 2014 bis Januar 2015 hatte ich einen Teilzeitjob als Kindermädchen.

Von Mai bis Juni 2015 hatte ich eine ehrenamtliche Stelle als Organisatorin für Habitat for Humanity.

Letzten September habe ich Flugblätter bei einer Werbeaktion für ein neues chinesisches Restaurant verteilt.

Im August habe ich an einer Tankstelle gejobbt.
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J. (Warm-up): Write the 
phrase gemeinnützige 
Arbeit on the board. Ask 
sts  if they have ever 
volunteered and what 
kinds of jobs they did. Or, 
if they have not volun-
teered, have them name 
places where one may 
do so. Write these places 
on the board. If they say 
the word in English, 
translate into German 
for them. However, if you 
think they can guess the 
German equivalent, let 
them try to guess first.  

(Practice): Have sts in-
terview two partners. 
They should interview 
each one approximately 
2 minutes. Then, give 
everyone 5 minutes to 
write a few sentences 
about each person. Have 
sts report back on their 
interviews to the class. 

(Tip): This would be 
a good time to ask sts 
if they are involved in 
any community service 
groups and if they would 
like to advertise any com-
munity service events in 
which other sts could 
participate. 

K. (Warm-up): Have sts 
write a mini-résumé 
as a warm-up to writ-
ing the essay. You could 
have several sts present 
their résumé to the class. 
They should describe it 
in complete sentences. 
Whose had the coolest 
job?

Organization.

(Self-expression): The narratives your sts produce for activity K above may be good to distribute. Consider having sts read them (or narrate them 
without reading directly from paper) in class, or have them post their essay to your CMS (course/content management system) for others to read 
and comment on. Since they are highly specific to each different person (i.e., not often repetitive between people), they are usually quite interest-
ing to read. Sts will also be motivated to write well if they know their audience is their class (or a larger community) and not just the instructor. 

(Planning for Unit 8): Unit 8 handles European countries, the EU, Austria and Switzerland. If you have a trove of related songs, stories and texts, 
plan now how to fit them in. Unit 8 is another great chance for projects or reports. Sts can report on a famous Austrian or Swiss person. Have 
sts give a 1-minute report on a European country. Bring in music. Host a viewing of a Mozart opera. There’s something for everyone and every 
learner type.


