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Zu Hause 3.4

German has a great number of compound nouns, where two or more words are put together to make a 
new noun. Write as many German compound words as you can in the box using the nouns provided.

G. Wortschatz

Maschine Zwerg
Bücher Mittel
Regal Kühl
Fach Garten
Schlaf Schrank
Halt  Spül
haupt Zimmer
Haus Wasch

Combine the verbs and nouns into sentences that make sense. Remember that the nouns are direct 
objects, AND make sure you know whether the verb has a separable or an inseparable prefix!

H. Hausarbeit

For each pair, check the item that you think is better for the environment. Naturally these 
questions can be very complicated!

I. Besser für die Umwelt?

die Wäsche trocknen die Wäsche aufhängen

das Geschirr spülen die Geschirrspülmaschine benutzen

den Rasen mähen keinen Rasen haben

den Schnee schaufeln eine Schneefräse1 benutzen

Altpapier recyclen Altpapier verbrennen

einen kleinen Kühlschrank einen großen Kühlschrank  
 haben  haben

1 snowblower

Working with a partner, describe how your family 
deals with the above items. Ist das gut für die Umwelt?

Wir haben einen Rasen und mähen den 
Rasen. Das ist vielleicht nicht gut für die 
Umwelt, aber wir finden unseren Rasen 
schön. Aber dafür recyclen wir alles!

die Waschmaschine, ...

die Wäsche wegräumen

das Geschirr decken

der Schnee putzen

der Rasen gießen

der Tisch waschen

das Haus schaufeln

der Müll spülen

die Blumen mähen

G. (Tip): These word ele-
ments can all be used to 
create words from their 
vocabulary lists.

(Ext.): Bring an addi-
tional list of compound 
words, some real and 
some 'fake'. Have sts 
guess which compounds 
they think are real Ger-
man compounds.

H. (Warm-up): Review 
the verbs included here, 
and see which nouns 
sts associate with which 
verbs (they are not given 
in order!). You can do 
this by saying one of the 
nouns and having sts de-
cide which verb or verbs 
go with it.

I. (Tip): As they say, 
comprehension precedes 
production. This is a task 
that sts can understand 
and make a choice for in 
German, but they most 
likely will not be able to 
express themselves about 
it in German without a 
great deal of time. Work 
with them as a class to 
find out what they think, 
and then see if they can 
create simple phrases 
to explain their opinion 
in German. Learning to 
express meanings with 
limited resources is a key 
skill to develop at this 
level.

Organization.

(Culture discussions): While the German classroom should be a German-speaking environment, be open to opportunities for real discussions of 
cultural topics relevant to the course. For instance, it may be worth 3-5 minutes of class time to check with students whether they think a dryer 
is a necessary appliance, or if they sometimes let their newly washed clothing air dry. What do sts think? Did they know that many in the German-
speaking world rarely use a clothes dryer, instead opting for clothing lines/racks for drying their clothes? Whereas the "obvious" default action in 
the US is to use a clothes dryer for this task, it is not nearly so "obvious" in other countries. Making concrete connections to sts' real lives is often 
worth giving up some time in German because sts will remember and be more effective intercultural communicators for it.


